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Board Corner

As the church fiscal year comes
to aclose and a new one dawns,
the time comes around for
summaries, reports, and
evaluations — assessments by
which to measure the passing
year’s aspirations and
achievements and set new
goals.
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Reverend Edith A. Love

Beloveds,

| am sharing a little of what was in the intro to my first sermon. To begin, a little about me,

| was born in Memphis, Tennessee, a city | know to be strong. It has grit and it has heart.

It is my understanding that many of this congregation hail from New York, which has its own tough
reputation. And I’ve heard it said that Florida is a difficult place to be a minister. | could not more strongly
disagree! | am absolutely thrilled, honored and blessed to be here with you as your newly hired minister.
I hold a bachelor of liberal arts in social justice and a master’s degree in divinity. | passed the MFC in
2017, and was ordained in 2019. My pronouns are she and her.

| have experience as an activist, working with unhoused people, counseling other LGBTQ+ folks, and
assisting with grief work. | owned and ran a pedicab business for several years while | was in seminary.
You are the third congregation | have served as pastor.

| have a radiantly beautiful, energetic, very wise nine year old daughter that | share custody of in
Tennessee. | will be bringing her down with me at times, and you will all have a chance to meet her.

| also live in Florida half of the time so that | can be your pastor, both in person, and remotely.

Because | am physically here roughly week on/week off, my schedule with you is much heavier when | am
in person, and lighter when | am back in Tennessee, so | can parent my daughter and tend to my other
small flock, the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Tupelo, Mississippi, who currently have me under
contract at quarter time. What that translates to is that | will usually but not always, fly out on Thursday
mornings, be on duty Thursday afternoon, and Sunday through Wednesday of the following week. Fridays
are my writing day, and Saturday is my Sabbath day. If | have pastoral obligations on one of those days, |
will take corresponding time off in the upcoming week. Days, | will be available for pastoral care and
meetings, however | am reserving weeknights in Tennessee to spend time with my little girl. So if a
meeting falls during a time that my little girl needs me, she takes priority and | hope you understand that.
These are the practical parts.

So far, | have met with many of you and heard your stories, I'm excited for further conversation. If we

have not yet connected, please do call or email me, my email is minister@uufbr.org, and my cell is
901-598-3343.

There is so much for us to explore together, | can't wait!

Edith
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It’s a time of reflection with an eye to discerning the best strategies for the year ahead. It’s a
time that calls for thinking from the quiet of deep within, while also carrying on business at
what is arguably the busiest time of year. Thus | have found myself in reflection more often
recently, as the year we are concluding has been filled to bursting with events of all
varieties, from musical to aesthetic to special services, all offering a dimension of
spirituality, ranging from light and even capricious to deeply profound and moving. Thinking

back on everything from staff service to worship service to member service, | found myself

moving from reflection to amazement to enormous gratitude.

Our Administrative Assistant, Ruth Amisial, is an employer’s dream. She is very skilled at all
she does, willing to take on new tasks, extremely efficient, and a consummate professional
in every way. She exemplifies our UU values by treating everyone, from congregant to
person off the street, so to speak, with kindness, courtesy, and respect. From my
observation and experience with her, Ruth is deserving of every superlative applicable.

Our Director of Music, Marina Machado, is just much a treasure. Professionally adept in
both choral and instrumental settings. She is excited and exciting: energetic, skilled, and
well connected in the musical arts world. In addition to her work providing for our musical
nourishment most Sundays, Marina has planned, produced, and performed in her first live
concert with us. Offered in our own sanctuary, transformed and resplendent with hundreds
of candles, the concert was very well received and attended. Another, a piano trio
consisting of violin, clarinet, and piano, is planned for the end of this month. We are so
fortunate to have both Marina and Ruth.


mailto:trustees@uufbr.org
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Adding to our blessings, against all odds and predictions of dire realities, we are off to a very
promising start with an amazing new minister, the Reverend Edith Love. Thanks to hard work
on the part of a dedicated search team, and with assistance from our co-president Rajeev,
combined with our own willingness to explore new paths and consider new ways that break
tradition with the past we now have a three-quarter time minister who is with us physically
half the time and working remotely the other quarter from her home in Memphis, Tennessee.
She, too, is excited to be here and embarking on this new venture in ministry with us.

Allin all, I marvel at our good fortune to have attracted such talent in all dimensions, and | am
filled with gratitude. It could be so different, but here we are, in the warm Florida sun, basking
in good fortune. Let us continue to strive to keep love at the center of allwe do ... it seems to
be working!

In good faith,

Claire Smith,

Co-president of the UUFBR Board of Trustees



March Worship Service Schedule

3/2 No Onels AnIsland

We are allinterconnected, and it is in working through our differences together that we arrive at deeper
relationship and co-create the beloved community.

3/9 Trust and... The 4th Principle

3/16 Trustand... Forgiveness

3/23 Trust and... Second Chances

a pagan/pre-Christian celebration of rebirth, renewal, and fertility as it welcomes the warmth of spring, the

sun's light, and the awakening of the Earth

3/30 Seeing the Divine in Every Transgender Journey

Share the Plate Offering

Q Emergency
- Medical
‘\(ﬂ Assistance

EMA was founded in 1975 and is today the only abortion fund

in Palm Beach County that assists people financially with

pregnancy termination. EMA feels very strongly that every Donate using link

https://donorbox.org/support-
uufbr or QR code

person should have access to safe, legal abortion care and

that this access should not depend on someone’s zip code or "Please write Share the Platein the
comment section when you make
bank account. EMA is primarily dependent upon donations your online gift."

from individuals such as you to accomplish our mission.


https://donorbox.org/support-uufbr
https://donorbox.org/support-uufbr

The Music of Balance: Celebrating the Spring Equinox

As March arrives, we can feel a big change in nature: the Spring
Equinox. This is when day and night are equal in length,
perfectly balanced before the days grow longer. Many cultures
celebrate this time as a season of new beginnings and harmony.
As Unitarian Universalists, this moment can be embraced to
find balance in ourselves and our community. And music is a
wonderful way to celebrate!

Music helps us mark important times and changes in our lives.
Just as the Spring Equinox balances light and dark, music can
hold different feelings and turn them into something beautiful.
The morning songs of birds or the sound of our voices joined in

a hymn can carry us into spring's warmth. Music also helps us find balance. Some songs calm us down,
while others give us energy. Like the Equinox balances light and dark, good music balances tension and
release.

In many earth-centered traditions, which influence UU spirituality, the Equinox is when we plant new
seeds, both physically in gardens, and metaphorically in our lives. What new beginnings do you want to
plant this Spring? And how can music help us nurture them? Songs about renewal, hope, and awakening
can remind us that we are constantly growing, stretching toward the light. We can also take this
opportunity to step outside and listen -really listen- to the music of nature itself: the wind in the trees, our
footsteps, birds calling, reminding us we're part of something bigger.

There are many musical traditions associated with Spring, from folk songs celebrating nature’s rebirth to
classical compositions inspired by the season. Debussy's "Printemps" (Spring) is a symphonic suite that
paints a gentle musical picture of nature awakening with shimmering sounds and flowing melodies. If we
take a look at our own hymnal, when we sing Hymn #1073 "The Earth Is Our Mother", we honor our
connection to the land and recognize that we are part of nature's cycles. And Hymn #303 "We Are the
Earth Upright and Proud" reminds us that we ourselves embody the natural world, standing tall like trees
while remaining rooted in the earth's wisdom.

As we welcome Spring, let's use music to honor this special time. Let's sing songs of renewal, play music
that brings balance, and listen to the rhythms of the earth. May we find harmony in the changing seasons,
in our hearts, and in our community.

Marina Machado
Music Director



Healing Justice Update

You can make your voice heard now on issues important to you, including defending democracy. Visit
this site and download this app: 5 Calls

Healing Justice meets on the fourth Tuesday of the month at 7200 pm on Zoom and all are welcome! See
the eblasts for the Zoom link. We are currently focusing on four areas.

LGBTQ issues/advocacy/support/outreach

Join us at Palm Beach Pride in Lake Worth on Saturday, March 29th

e Healing Justice members will be attending that day from 12:00 PM - 3:00 PM and we’d love to have
you join us!

e Tickets are $10 in advance and $12 on the day of. Ticket Link

e Healing Justice members are offering rides!

e We will be wearing our UUFBR T-shirts to help spread the word that UUFBR is a welcoming
congregation.

e This eventis LOTS of FUN and means a great deal to the LGBTQ community!!!!

e Please contact Jennifer Ligeti for more details and to request a ride.

P.E.A.C.E. - People Engaged in Active Community Efforts
TWO events are coming up!!

PEACE is a local Justice Ministry made up of 25 congregations working to eradicate injustice in Palm Beach
County. Current campaigns are focused on Mental Health Care, Affordable Housing and Police
Community Relations.

Event #1: Join us at the Justice Rally on Monday, March 10th from 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM

- PEACE reports which local elected officials and power holders are confirmed for the
Nehemiah Action

- The Research Committees report the research and the proposed action to address
the community problems we voted on in the fall.

Event #2: Join us at the Nehemiah Action on Monday, April 7th at 7:00 pm

- Thisis the largest and most important meeting of the year.

- This is when we ask our public officials to make specific commitments for action
- Bring at least three people with you!

- Transportation by bus will be provided

Contact Betty Tilton to RSVP for these events and get more info about location and transportation


https://5calls.org/
https://compasslgbtq.com/palmbeachpride/
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Healing Justice Update- continued

Racial Justice
An education program is in the works with help from Rev Edith - stay tuned!
Reproductive Justice

Mark your calendar for Sunday, May 18th after the service for our special guest speaker from EMA
EMA helps women in Florida with few resources access reproductive healthcare.

- Plan to invite your friends to this talk and Q&A session!
- Every contribution given to EMA in March, April and May will be matched by their
national organization

During the month of May, UUFBR will be collecting travel kit items for women who need to leave
the state to access care. There will be a packing party in June. More details to come!

Efforts are underway for a new pro-choice ballot initiative; progressive state legislators are
introducing bills to end the extreme ban and to fight back against fake pregnancy clinics giving out
false information. If you want more info please contact Jennifer Ligeti and/or sign up for email
from Eloridians for Reproductive Freedom

- Jennifer

"IT Team Monthly Reminders

e Have UUFBR-related technology issues or questions? Email the IT Team itteam@uufbr.org.

¢ Need to make a change to the website? Email the web team at website@uufbr.org.

¢ Need to find the online member directory? Go to the Empower Directory at
https://uufbr.empowerchms.com/Members/.

¢ Need to login to the Members only portion of the UUFBR website? Click on the Member Login option
under the menu in the top right corner. If you do not remember your password, click Lost your password?
at the bottom of the page. If you find out that you do not have an account, please email the IT Team and
we can create one for you.

¢ Need to know more about scheduling Zoom meetings? Check out the Google Document, “Scheduling
Zoom Meetings” The IT Team can email you a link to this document upon request.”

Thank you,
Louis


mailto:itteam@uufbr.org
mailto:website@uufbr.org
https://uufbr.empowerchms.com/Members/
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Committees & Elected Roles
ZOOM links & descriptions

Board of Trustees

1st Thursday at 7:00 pm
Rajeev Arora, Claire Smith
copresidents@uufbr.org

Use this link to join on Zoom:
https://zoom.us/j/93768534897?
pwd=WEFNODZBV21Bc25sQWVjUGImRzdmdz09
Meeting ID: 937 6853 4897 Passcode: 114338

Landscape Committee

First Tuesday at 7:00 pm
Group contact: Celia Hirsch 561-870-3577

Use this link to join on Zoom:
https://zoom.us/j/95
432721616?pwd=dWNySFF5bTdoN3JSYi9JT1hBTEs0Zz09
Meeting ID: 954 3272 1616 Passcode: 575795

IT Team

Meets as needed
Group contact:
Louis Merlin, louismerlin@gmail.com

Use this link to join on Zoom:
https://zoom.us/j/95229659211?
pwd=SVJUdU93WXJLbEVhSWxuROduNE9aQT09
Meeting ID: 952 2965 9211 Passcode: 023036

Worship Team Meeting

Weekly on Wednesday at 5:00 pm
Group contact: Bill Jensen wmjensen44@gmail.com

Zoom Host: itteam@uufbr.org

Use this link to join on Zoom:

https://zoom.us/j/94556595523?
pwd=cDE3VkwvMUNSVX02N3pra0drvV25UZz09
Meeting ID: 945 5659 5523 Passcode: 540050 One tap
mobile +13052241968,,94556595523# US

Board of Trustees
Rajeev Arora
Claire Smith
Co-Presidents
Patrick Larson, VP, Facilities
Judy Keiser, Secretary
Bill Jensen - Treasurer
Trustees at Large
Rajeev Arora/

Carole Stephens/ Claire Smith/
Howard Prentice/ Lynn Smith
trustees@uufbr.org
https://groups.google.com/uufbr-board

Endowment Committee

2nd Thursday at 7:00 pm
Group Contact: Mitch Major: mitchmajor@earthlink.net
The Endowment Fund: Sustaining the Legacy, the Continuity, and the
Future of UUFBR and our UU Principles.

Use this link to join on Zoom:
https://zoom.us/j/920393641707
pwd=RzRMdjVWOGITMEJjVDU2VOJFTFJQdz09
Meeting ID: 920 3936 4170[1] Passcode: 361129 One tap mobile:
+19292056099,,920393641704# US (New York)

The Legacy Group

Third Sunday at 1 pm
Group contact: Judy Keiser Zoom Host: itteam@uufbr.org

Use this link to join on Zoom:
https://zoom.us/j/987952445847?
pwd=d1INuVzZnM05ycDkwVWtQQnJyUmI1PQTO09
Meeting ID: 987 9524 4584 Passcode: 388278

Membership Committee

Fourth Wednesday at 3:00 pm
Group contact: Sharon Drew

Use this link to join on Zoom:
https://zoom.us/j/935349942637?
pwd=WEwwVEOWMHQzZVg2bC9TeUSNMGdwdz09
Meeting ID: 935 3499 4263 Passcode: 232167

Religious Education Council
(RE Council)

RE Council is taking a hiatus until further notice
RECouncil@uufbr.org
This group organizes activities for families with children and
promotes religious education for all ages.

Endowment Commiittee: Elected

Mitch Major
Jacqueline Velazquez
Frank Murray

Emil Kessler

Rona Solomon

Nominating Committee: Elected

Danielle Smith
Trish Bobbing
Terry Jordan
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Featured Fellowship Events
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THURSDAY MARCH 6
7:00 -8:30 PM

Our very first First Thursday Evening
communal, co-creative open sharing event:

CRERTIVITS
- MATTERS

e Live open mic for spoken word,
poetry, readings, songs!
Y Music, dancing, skits!
Y Tables and easels for live visual art!
-~ Y Shared goodies! -
Microphone, sound, chairs and tables
provided. Everything else co-created on

the spot by event members. Bring your own
materials and goodies to share. See you there!

Unitarian Universalist Church of Boca Raton
2601 St. Andrews Blvd
Love. Generosity. Transformation. Equity.
Interdependence. Pluralism. Justice.
Dignity. Compassion. Spirit. Truth.

Democracy. Peace and Justice. Ecology.

Ready for an unforgettable evening of fun, laughs and competition? Grab your friends and join us
for Game Night with mouthwatering pizza and refreshing bottled water to keep you on top of your
game. Feel free to bring your favorite drink to sip while you plot your next victory!

Don't let the fun pass you by—secure your spot and claim your slice by shooting an email to
Deliver2trish@gmail.com.

Let the games begin!



mailto:Deliver2trish@gmail.com

Rescheduled for
Sunday, March 9 at 11:45 am

For new visitors and those who have been attending for a
while, we invite you to join the Welcome Team in an
informal conversation about our faith tradition, the life of
the Fellowship and how to get further connected with
people and activities. Please reach out to
Welcome@UUFBR.org with questions. We look forward
to getting to know you better!

¥ UUFBR Presents

Cwmf@@evgﬁt
C(moe%

Saturda.y March 29'[11 at 7PM

MARINA MACHADO - PIANO | MEGAN HAGEL - CELLO
NAT FARRAR - CLARINET

TICKETS $25 PRESALE | $30 AT THE DOOR

www.UUFBR.org | 2601 St. Andrews Blvd., Boca Raton

Need a Ride to the Candlelight
Concert:
Love in Bloom?

< Free Rides Available! ¢
Join us for an unforgettable evening
of music and love on Saturday,
March 29, at 7 PM!
Want to request a ride?
Willing to volunteer as a driver?
Let us know by Thursday,
March 27th!
< Email: admin@uufbr.org
R Call: 561-482-2001

We can’t wait to see you there!



External Events

e = &
! = M\

HELP ASSEMBLE TRAVEL CARE KITS FOR EMERGENCY MEDICAL
ASSISTANCE AND PRESIDENTIAL WOMEN'S CENTER CLIENTS NEEDING OUT-
OF-STATE MEDICAL CARE, AS WELL AS PERIOD PACK.S FOR DISTRIBUTION
AT 5T. GEORGE CENTER AND ACROSS PALM BEACH COUNTY, COLLABORATION PANTRY BETWEEN: SOFLE"

FIRST UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST

CONGREGATION OF THE PALM BEACHES
635 PROSPERITY FARMS RD. NORTH PALM BEACH, FL 33408

\\"”W t:lw

NEHEMIAH ACTION
LOCATION:
JUPITERFIRST

CHURCH

475 Indian Creek P /, Jupiter 33458

April 7th

Questions??? Contact Paige Shortsleeves: Pa




WHAT'S
HAPPENING

Everyone is welcome!

MON

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

Movie Discussion Group,
4pm

2

Admin in Office 9 -12 pm
Worship Service 10:30am
(Zoom also)

Annual Congregational
Meeting, 12pm in person

3

Office closed

Cleaning service 8am

Vision Mission meeting, 7pm
Zoom

4

Admin in office 10-3pm
Landscape Committee
meeting 7pm, Zoom

5

Admininoffice10-3pm
Grounds Maint. 9:30am
Worship Team 5pm,Zoom
Choir rehearsal 7pm, In person

6

Outreach Team Meeting 4pm,
Zoom

Board Meeting- Adaptive/
strategic 5:30pm, Zoom
Creativity Matters, 7pm in
person

7

Admin in Office 10 -3pm

Game night 7pm,

8

Movie Discussion Group,
4pm

9

Admin in Office 9-12 pm
Worship Service 10:30am
(Zoom also)

Healing Conversations
12pm, In person
Newcomer Welcome,
11:45 am, In person

10

Office closed

Men‘s group in person
10am

Vision Mission meeting,
7pm Zoom

Death Cafe 7:30pm, Zoom

11

Admin in office 10-3pm

12

Admininoffice10-3pm
Grounds Maint. 9:30am
Ukulele Group2pm,in person
Worship Team 5pm,Zoom
Choir rehearsal 7pm, Inperson

13

Non-violent Communication
Practice 12:30 pm, Zoom
Stewardship Meeting 4pm,
Zoom

Board Meeting- Adaptive/
strategic 5:30pm, Zoom

Endowment Committee 7pm,
Zoom

14

Admin in Office 10 -3pm

15

Movie Discussion Group,
4pm

16

Admin in Office 9-12 pm
Worship Service 10:30am
(Zoom also)

Program Planning
meeting, 12pm

Legacy group 1pm,Zoom

17

Office closed

Cleaning service 8am

Vision Mission meeting, 7pm
Zoom

18

Admin in office 10-3pm

19

Admininoffice10-3pm
Grounds Maint. 9:30am
Worship Team5pm,Zoom
Choir rehearsal 7pm, In person
Book Group 7pm,Zoom

20

Outreach Team Meeting 4pm,
Zoom

Board Meeting- Adaptive/
strategic 5:30pm, Zoom

21

Admin in Office 10 -3pm

22

Movie Discussion Group,
4pm

23

Admin in Office 9 -12pm
Worship Service 10:30
am (Zoom also)
Belonging & Becoming,
12pm

South PBC Indivisible,
2pm

24

Office closed

Cleaning service 8am

Vision Mission meeting, 7pm
Zoom

25

Admin in office 10-3pm
Healing Justice 7:30pm,
Zoom

26

Adminin office10-3pm

Grounds Maint. 9:30am
Membership meeting 3pm, Zoom
Worship Team5pm,Zoom

Choir rehearsal 7pm, Inperson

27

Stewardship Meeting 4pm,
Zoom

Board Meeting- Adaptive/
strategic 5:30pm, Zoom

Board of Trustees Meeting
7pm, Zoom

28

Admin in Office 10 -3pm

29

Palm Beach Pride 12pm
Movie Discussion Group, 4pm
Candlelight Concert 7pm**

30

Admin in Office 9 -12 pm
Worship Service 10:30am
(Zoom also)

31

Office closed

Cleaning service 8am

Vision Mission meeting, 7pm
Zoom

Please follow us on

UUFBR Facebook and Instagram

Check out our website for more information at
UUFBR.org or scan the QR code below
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Classifieds

Greetings Dear Friends and Family!

Only 3 days until the opening of my solo
show! Please join me for the opening
reception this Thursday. If you can’t make
it, the show is up through April 5.

| will also be at the Cultural Council on
Saturdays: March 1,15 and 29 from 1-3,
and would love to see you then.

Best wishes,
Quimetta

February 28 - April 5, 2025
Opening Reception: February 27, 2024, 5-7 p.m.
RSVP: palmbeachculture.com/perle

601 Lake Avenue, Lake Worth Beach, FL 33460
Hours: Tuesday - Saturday, 12 - 5 p.m.- Free and open to the public
palmbeachculture.com/exhibitions

Quimetta Perle’s work powerfully addresses women's rights
and safety through the use of patterned silks, cottons,
and seed beads adhered to rag paper. Her series, "Protectors
of the Women," features guardians of different races and
ages, standing as one body with dormestic tools as their
weapons, symbolizing resistance against the erosion of
women's rights.
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HARNESS THE POWER OF MUSIC
Friction Farm - Kiya Heartwood - Matt Watroba
April 13-18, 2025

The Mountain,
Highlands NC

att The Mountain
Improve Your Health & Well Being
Build and Strengthen Community

Create Change in Your World

https://www.themountainric.org/event/music-week



